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  SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP

2025
Where Children and their Communities Flourish

June 23 – August 8
9:00AM – 5:00PM DANCE INTENSIVE
8:00AM-4:30PM ARTS DAY CAMP

Questions: marcia.heard@accacreates.org
                     salvador@newarkschoolofthearts.org

GENERAL INFORMATION
The Ivy Hill Vailsburg Center for Arts Culture and Community Activism is a 501c3 non-profit  organization dedicated to providing people with quality arts, culture and community activism classes. We are certified by the Department of Health of the State of New Jersey. ACCA Creates is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors and administrated by a professional staff. Individuals, group donors, foundations, and corporations support ACCA Creates. New volunteers and donors are welcome.

MISSION STATEMENT

ACCA Creates promotes, creates, and disseminates community development by providing access to participation in cultural, economic, and civic life through arts and cultural programs of distinction, serving people of diverse abilities, racial, religious, ethnic, gender, and economic backgrounds, while collaborating with community focused grassroots institutions. ACCA Creates strives to bring members of the community together to engage in the arts, culture and community activism to promote and encourage organic (deep) community engagement.

ACCA CREATES
The Ivy Hill Vailsburg Center for Art Culture and Community Activism dba ACCA Creates is committed to providing a safe, creative, and positive environment for all children, volunteers, staff, and parents/visitors. ACCA Creates is committed to our core principles and have taken the time to carefully review CDC, DFD, DOH, OSHA, and local health official’s guidance for operating childcare in the aftermath of the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.
ACCA Creates will continue to adjust to COVID-19 and other health emergencies as they evolve. The Summer Arts Day Camp and After School Arts Programs will adjust as the SARS virus continues to mutate. For ACCA Creates to carry out our objectives and goals it is critically important for everyone to review our updated policies, adhere to our updated policies and to continue practicing proper hygiene during the Summer Arts Dance Intensive and Summer Arts Day Camp, After School, and at home.
The ACCA Creates experiences may change as we adjust to updated information from the Newark Health Department, the state of New Jersey and the CDC. Everything ACCA Creates implements is for the safety of the children, volunteers, staff, families, and visitors. Everyone has a responsibility to practice preventive actions, proper hygiene and to stay home when you are sick.
It is important for everyone to understand the policies and procedures put into place as we practice strategies that allow the community to feel and know that ACCA Creates respectfully and caringly works in the best interest of the communities we serve, protecting the health of all as we provide a quality Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs. It is of vital importance for you to share with ACCA Creates Management any underlying medical conditions you may have so we can develop a plan of action. These underlying conditions can be diabetes, lung disease, asthma, heart condition, being immunocompromised, liver disease and/or kidney disease, autism, eczema, anxiety, etc. ACCA Creates will conduct a robust training program so that all staff members understand policies.





STATEMENT OF INCLUSION

At ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs, everyone is welcome. In all instances we as a community, strive to create a safe environment that fosters positive caring relationships for all campers, parents, visitors, and staff. Our program includes experiences that allow everyone, regardless of ability, age, cultural background, ethnicity, faith, gender identity, race, or sexual orientation, the opportunity to reach their full potential with dignity. ACCA Creates, Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs is committed to working with individuals to ensure the greatest inclusion that is reasonably possible in order to provide a delightful Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Arts Program experiences for every child, their family and community.  									                       									 							        ABOUT ACCA CREATES SUMMER ARTS DANCE INTENSIVE 
AND 
               SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP 		                                                                                                                                       

 As of 2024, parents must bring both a copy of your camper’s: 1.) birth certificate 
 and 2.) immunization records, along with a notice of any health challenges.  

The ACCA Creates Summer Arts Dance Intensive operates for one (1) week, June 23-27, 2024. The ACCA Creates Summer Arts Dance Intensive is a full day, 9am-5pm, Dance Intensive Day Camp for participants ages 10– 18.  All Student Artists are required to attend each day and participate in performances as required. Skipping a half day/day isn’t acceptable.

The ACCA Creates Summer Arts Day Camp is a full arts day camp, 8:00am-4:30pm, for participants ages 7– 16. The Summer Arts Day Camp operates for six weeks, June 30-August 8, 2025.

	SESSION SCHEDULE BELOW: 
   Session 1: Dance Intensive; 9:30-5pm;  M-F, June 23 – 27, 2025 (Classes  
   begin at 10am)
 *Session 2: Summer Arts Day Camp; 8:30-4:30pm; M-F, June 30 -August
   8, 2025; (* Holiday July 4, 2025, No Camp) (Early drop-off is 8am)



          All Student Artists are required to attend each for the full day, each day              	and participate in performances as required. Skipping a half day/ day/     
week is not acceptable.

*All registered youth are required to attend Every Day for the one-week Dance Intensive and  the six-week, Summer Arts Day Camp. If you register and your child does not attend the first day of the Dance Intensive, and/or the first day of the six-week sDay camp, they will lose their spot and someone from the waiting list will be added. If proper notice is given (ex. doctor note) along with a phone call prior to the absence, your child will not be removed. We strive to be considerate of life challenges that may impact a given family.

*Early Drop Off is available upon request. Anyone who registers for early drop off is required to arrive by 8:am. Staff are also required to be present on time, please be considerate when using the Free Early Drop off. 

What is a Dance Intensive?
One Week	 Monday-Friday	June 23- 27, 2025	9am-5pm (9:30am Breakfast)
A dance intensive is typically held during summer break for young dancers between the ages of 8 and 18. The idea behind a summer dance intensive is to provide a rigorous period of dance training. You'll spend your days immersed in dance – receiving instruction, gaining strength, muscle memory, endurance, and increasing flexibility. 
A summer dance intensive can be a week or a multi-week program that includes instruction in various elements of dance necessary for you to advance as an artist. During the intensive, you will work alongside 10 – 20 other students, receiving instruction from professional level instructors.
Admissions are typically selective, auditions, for most summer dance intensives. Although the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive has no audition process, nevertheless, one must come prepared to dance all day, grow, receive positive critiques, and perform, displaying the accomplishments achieved during the Intensive. You will grow from the experience, having chosen to spend time getting to know your body’s creative self, exploring expressive movements, learning about dance history through the lived experience as expressed through your body, gaining in spatial awareness, and increasing your ability to work as a team, while learning and deepening your movement vocabulary.
During the ACCA Creates Summer Arts Dance Intensive, you will have the opportunity to specialize in the Dunham Technique, Contemporary Dance, and the Humphrey/Weidman Technique. You will learn selected excerpted choreographed work from Katherine Dunham, Alfred Gallman, and Doris Humphrey or Charles Weidman. 
This week of a deep dive into rigorous dance will lead to personal growth, and growth as a dance artist.  The opportunity to dance and study with students like you who are passionate about dance leads to deep friendships, lifelong relationships, and a lifelong relationship with dance. 

What is a Summer Arts Day Camp?
Six Weeks	 Monday-Friday	June 30- August 8, 2025	8am-4:30pm (8:30am Breakfast)
A summer arts day camp is typically held during summer break for school age children from 5 and 18. The idea behind a summer arts day camp is to provide a deep dive into a full exploration of the arts. The youth would spend their days engaging several arts disciplines – receiving instruction, having fun, and gaining skills in those arts disciplines. A summer arts day camp can be a week or a multi-week program. During a summer arts day camp, you may work alongside 10 or more students, per class. Admissions are typically based upon registration and a fee, first come first served.  
The Summer Arts Day Camp is designed to address the out of school time needs of youth in Newark and surrounding communities. The Summer Arts Day Camp is conducted in partnership with other nonprofits, state, and local agencies. The Summer Arts Day Camp is intended to provide arts education through the exploration of various arts disciplines: Community Activism, Creative Writing, Dance, Theater, Visual Art, Vocal Music, and in partnership with Keys 2 Success, Group Piano. The Summer Arts Day Camp clearly meets an important need, in terms of raising artistic knowledge, skill, and capacity. The Summer Arts Day Camp provides a much-needed summer arts opportunity for the youth of Newark. 
The ACCA Creates Summer Arts Day Camp has no audition process and requires no fee.  Located in the City of Newark, one must register early to secure your child’s space. The ACCA Creates Summer Arts Day Camp, in its tenth year, offers arts disciplines for ages 7-16, community activism, creative writing, dance, music-piano and voice, theater, and visual art! The ACCA Creates Summer Arts Day Camp introduces children and youth to the performing/creative arts and grows their capacity for the arts based on their previous experiences. All classes and workshops are taught by Master Teaching Artists with professional credits.


After School Arts Program
ACCA Creates After School Programs are safe, caring, arts classes that convene regularly during the hours after school, 4pm-7pm. The ACCA Creates After School Arts Program helps children learn new skills, grow in confidence, develop life-long skills, and engage in positive community relationships. ACCA Creates After School Arts classes may include, drawing, painting, dance, choral speaking, creative writing, Mindfulness, breathing exercises, theater, etc.
ACCA Creates After School Programs supports social, emotional, cognitive, and academic development, may reduce risky behaviors, promote physical health, aesthetic development, develops artistic skills, while providing a safe and supportive environment for children and youth.
ACCA Creates After School Program is a quality program with a caring staff that helps student artists to help themselves to create an environment in which youth/student artists feel safe and cared for, their self-worth, nurtured, blossoms. Student Artists through the arts will learn aspects of the importance of self-care skills that will positively impact their lives. Student Artists must be committed to daily attendance during their After School Arts class(es), working as an Arts Team with their Master Teaching Artist(s) to achieve the goal of developing skills in a given arts discipline(s).

Student Artists
Student Artists must be committed to daily attendance during the Summer Arts Dance Intensive and Summer Arts Day Camp, working as an Arts Team (collaborating with fellow student artists and Mater Teaching Artists) to achieve the goal of developing skills in arts disciplines and presenting the following culminating projects: a Dance Showcase; a musical theater production, an art exhibit, community activism and creative writing presentations, and a group piano recital during the last week of the Summer Arts Day Camp.
Student Artists must be prepared to receive positive critiques, and perform, displaying the accomplishments achieved during the Dance Intensive and Summer Arts Day Camp. Student Artists will grow from the experience of having chosen to spend time getting to know their creative selves, exploring expressive movements, seeing, and learning how to engage aspects of visual arts including creating scenic and costume designs, strengthening, and increasing intellectual flexibility while learning and deepening community connections.
During the ACCA Creates Summer Arts Day Camp, Student Artists will have the opportunity to engage in community activism, creative writing, dance, music-piano and voice, theater, and visual art! Typically, we may rotate from an MTI Musical, and other professionally written plays/musicals, to writing your own script and performing your original works in two parks in the city of Newark. 
This six-week deep dive into a caring, fun filled, rigorous Summer Arts Day Camp will lead to personal growth, arts skills, aesthetic sensibilities, and confidence. It may ignite a passion for an art or arts discipline(s).  The opportunity to study with students like you who are curious about the arts wanting to explore for the first time or as returning student artists who want more, the experience will lead to deep friendships, lifelong relationships, a lifelong relationship with the arts, community building and enrichment. The Summer Arts Day Camp Student Artists are placed into age groups and move with that group throughout the day. In addition to the weekly Summer Arts Day Camp program, there may be corelating fieldtrips/outings. 

ACCA CREATES DANCE INTENSIVE PROVIDED BELOW:
	8:30AM – 9:00AM
	Sign-In. Regular Arrival Health Checks and Breakfast is distributed.  

	9:00AM – 4:00PM
	Scheduled dance technique groups   (Groups rotate to various areas)

	4:00PM – 5:00 PM
	Rehearsals of selected choreographed works. Preparation for pick up or Preparation to go to next destination unescorted 



ACCA CREATES SUMMER ARTS SCHEDULE PROVIDED BELOW:
	8:00AM – 8:30AM
	Sign In. Regular Arrival Health Checks. Breathing Exercises/Gentle Chair Yoga

	8:30AM – 9:00AM
	Breakfast is distributed.   

	9:00AM – 4:00PM
	Scheduled Arts Groups   (Groups rotate to various classes) Rehearsal

	4:00PM – 4:30PM
	Preparation for pick up (Campers prepare for parent arrival)



ACCA CREATES AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM PROVIDED BELOW:
	TIME
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY

	3:30PM – 4:00PM
	Snack/Relaxation
	Snack/Relaxation
	Snack/Relaxation

	4:00PM – 5:00PM
	VISUAL ART
	CREATIVE WRITING
	COMMUNITY ACTIVISM

	5:00PM – 6:00PM
	THEATER
	CHORUS
	DANCE

	6:00PM – 7:00PM
	THEATER
	CHORUS
	DANCE


Depending on the venue, if there is an alternate room on Tues., Wed., or Thursday music-piano 	    
DRESS CODE- We follow school policy and require appropriate dress for arts classes, loose fitting clothing. Sneakers are required for all activities, except dance. Hooded clothes, hats, sunglasses, flip-flops, slippers, revealing clothing or improperly fitting clothes are not allowed.

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

	                    Marcia E. Heard, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer
	973-760-3571

	          Dolly Williams, Director of Operations; Asst. Camp Director
	973-391-7082



FEES & PAYMENTS
There are no fees to participate in the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts 
Day Camp, nor After School Programs.  ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts 
Day Camp, and After School Programs requires commitment from parents and student 
artists. All agree to attend the Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and or 
After School Programs for each day you are registered. Be kind. Do your best, and 
participate in all performances as required.

OFFICE FOR CHILDREN & 4C’S SUBSIDY PROGRAMS
· A 501 (c) 3 nonprofit, childcare resource and referral organization that administers one of the largest childcare financial assistance programs in the State of New Jersey!

PROGRAM FOR PARENTS


·  ACCA Creates requires all parents to register with Programs for Parents (PfP). In this way, you help us to help you. PfP will tell you if you are or aren’t eligible for their program. The fact that you may not be eligible doesn’t impact your accessibility to the Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Damp, nor any of ACCA Creates other programs. How ever space is limited. 
· Many families have concerns about the affordability of childcare.  Our agency offers financial assistance to cover all or a portion of childcare costs through subsidy programs.  This assistance is available for low-income parents, guardians, and foster parents in Essex County.  Programs for Parents administers two (2) childcare subsidy programs:
. New Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK)
1. NJCK is designed for those who are employed and/or attending school full time or participating in a combination of these two activities equivalent to full time. Eligibility is determined by family size, household income and employment and/or education hours.  Under NJCK there are several different funding are sources created to meet unique family circumstances.  
1. Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) 
1. Assists low-income families. Eligibility is determined by family size, household income and employment and/or education hours.   
1. Community Care Voucher Centers (CCVC)
1. DOE Pre-K Wrap-Around Program and more. 
1. Get more information at https://programsforparents.org/families/financial-assistance/
1. 
. New Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK)
2. provides childcare for clients participating in job training or work as a requirement of the Welfare-to-Work program. Programs for PArents is a proud participant in the WFNJ program because it allows parents to focus on training to enter the workforce and gain security for their families. Participants in WFNJ are referred to a PfP Child Care Specialist by a Case Worker or Employment Specialist.
1. Contact NJCares for Kids at (973) 297-1114, or 
Email customerservice@programsforparents.org








PROTOCOL FOR EMERGENCIES

SECURITY- All youth/family records will be kept confidential and must be fully completed by 4pm, Friday, May 23, 2025. Youth records are to be included in the completed registration pack, parent release form, medical record/release form, and emergency numbers for use if the parent/guardian cannot be reached, health records for the Sun-Up Program, DFD, DOH.

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT- New Jersey State Law requires that any instance of child abuse or neglect suspected by a childcare worker must be reported to the Division of Youth and Family Services. The Ivy Hill Vailsburg Center for Arts Culture and Community Activism, ACCA Creates must follow this directive.

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY- We will evacuate to the nearest safe shelter, library, recreation center and/or school. Emergency Contact numbers will be with director and counselors. Every effort will be made to contact guardians. In the event that we are in Lockdown, positively no one will be allowed entrance, for any reason. Phones will be for emergency use only.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES- Generally speaking, we follow school policy. The use of electronic communication and entertainment devices are not permitted. We assume no responsibility for lost, damaged or stolen items.

DRESS CODE- We follow school policy and require appropriate dress for arts classes, loose fitting clothing. Sneakers are required for all activities, except dance. Hooded clothes, hats, sunglasses, flip-flops, slippers, revealing clothing or improperly fitting clothes are not allowed.

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

	                    Marcia E. Heard, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer
	973-760-3571

	          Dolly Williams, Director of Operations; Asst. Camp Director
	973-391-7082


AUTHORIZATION TO PICK UP CHILDREN – We require that you notify in writing ACCA Creates if someone other than the parent/guardian/relative will pick up your child as stated in the Registration packet. Please advise such person to present identification upon entering the program/building.














POLICY ON THE RELEASE OF CHILDREN (10:122-6.5)


1. Child(ren) may be released only to the child’s parent(s) or person(s) authorized by the parent(s), as specified in N.J.A.C. 10:122-6.8(a)3, to take the child from the camp and to assume responsibility for the child in an emergency if the parent(s) cannot be reached,


0. If a particular non-custodial parent has been denied access, or granted limited access, to the child by a court order, the parent must share this documentation, allowing a copy to be maintained on file, and parents/caregivers and ACCA Creates will comply with the terms of the court order,


0. Written procedures to be followed by staff member(s) if the parent(s) or person(s) authorized by the parent(s) as specified in (a) 1 above, fails to pick up a child at the close of ACCA Creates Program’s day. The procedures shall require that:


i. The child is supervised at all times;
ii. Staff members attempt to contact the parent(s) or person(s) authorized by the parents;
iii. An hour or more after closing time, and provided that other arrangements for releasing the child to his or her parents(s) or authorized person(s) have failed and the staff member(s) cannot continue to supervise the child at the center, the staff member shall call the Division’s 24-hour Child Abuse Hotline to seek assistance in caring for the child until the parent(s) or person(s) authorized by the child’s parent(s) are able to pick up the child;


0. Written procedures to be followed by staff member(s) if the parent(s) or person(s) authorized by the parent(s), as specified in (a) 1 above appear to be physically and/or emotionally impaired to the extent that, in the judgment of the director and/or staff member, the child would be placed at risk of harm if released to such an individual. The procedures shall require that:


i. The child shall not be released to such an impaired individual;
ii. Staff members attempt to contact the child’s other parent, or an alternative person(s) authorized by the parent(s); and
iii. If the center is unable to make alternative arrangements, as noted in (a) 3ii above, a staff member shall call the Division’s 24-hour Child Abuse Hotline to seek assistance in caring for the child.

b. For School Age Child Care Programs, the following shall apply:

1. No child shall be released from the program unsupervised except upon written instruction from the child’s parent.
2. No phone calls to facility asking for child to be sent outside.

SICKNESS/ABSENTEEISM- We request that you do not send your child to the program if they are sick. If a child becomes ill at the program, parent(s) will be notified to pick-up the child. Please refer to following health policy issued by the state licensing department for further information regarding illness, accidents, etc. If your child is going to be absent, we request that you notify ACCA Creates at 973-760-3571. Leave a voice and text message.
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

ILLNESSES/ COMMUNICABLE DISEASES (10:122-7.1)


a. A center that seeks to serve any children who have any of the illnesses, symptoms of illness or diseases specified in (c) and (d) below shall meet all applicable provisions of this subchapter and all provisions of N.J.A.C. 10:122-8.


b. Under no circumstances shall any center serve or admit any child who has any illness, symptom of illness or disease that a health care provider has determined requires the child to be:
1. Confined to a home under a health care provider’s immediate care; or
2. Admitted to a hospital for medical care and treatment.


c. The following provisions relate to illness and/or symptoms of illness:
1. A center serving well children shall not permit a child who has any of the illnesses or symptoms of illness specified in (c) 1i through xiii below to be admitted to the center on a given day unless medical diagnosis from a health care provider, which has been communicated to the center in writing, or verbally with a written follow-up, indicates that the child poses no serious health risk to himself or herself or to other children. Such illnesses or symptoms of illness shall include, but not be limited to any of the following:


i. Severe pain or discomfort,
ii. Acute diarrhea, characterized as twice the child’s usual frequency of bowel movements with a change to a loose consistency within a period of 24 hours, or bloody diarrhea,
iii. Two or more episodes of acute vomiting within a period of 24 hours,
iv. Elevated oral temperature of 101.5 degrees Fahrenheit or over or axillary temperature of 100.5 degrees Fahrenheit or over in conjunction with behavior changes,
v. Lethargy that is more than expected tiredness,
vi. Yellow eyes or jaundiced skin,
vii. Red eyes with discharge,
viii. Infected, untreated skin patches,
ix. Difficult rapid breathing or severe coughing,
x. Skin rashes in conjunction with fever or behavior changes,
xi. Weeping/bleeding skin lesions that have not been treated by a health care provider,
xii. Mouth sores with drooling,
xiii. Stiff neck.


0. Once the child is symptom-free, or a health care provider indicates that the child poses no serious health risk to himself or herself or to other children, the child may return to the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp and or After School Programs.
1. If a child who has already been admitted to the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs manifests any of the illnesses or symptoms of illness specified in 
 (c)1 above, the arts class/workshop/intensive shall remove the child from the group of well children to a separate room or area, as specified in N.J.A.C. 10;122-5.2(p)4, until:


· He or she can be taken from the Program; or
· The director or his or her designee has communicated verbally with a health care provider, who indicates that the child poses no serious health risk to himself or herself or to other children, at which time the child may return to the group.


0. The center may exclude a child whose illness prevents the child from participating comfortably in activities, or results in a greater need for care than the staff can provide without compromising the health and safety of other children at the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and or After School Programs.


d.  The following provisions relate to excludable communicable diseases:

1. The ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and or After School Programs shall not permit a child or staff member with an excludable communicable disease, as specified in the table below, to be admitted to or remain at the Program, until:

i. A note from the child’s parent or staff member’s health care provider (PCP) states that the child or staff member, respectiviely, has been diagnosed and presents no risk to him/her/themselves or others.
i. A note from the child’s or staff member’s health care provider (PCP) states that the child or staff member, respectively, has been diagnosed and presents no risk to him/her/themselves, or to others;
ii. The ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, etc., has contacted the Communicable Disease Program in the State Department of Health and Senior Services, or the local health department pediatric health consultant, and is told the child or staff member poses no health risk to others; or
iii.  If the child or staff member has chiken pox, ACCA Creates obtains a note from the doctor, parent, or staff member stating that all sores have dried and crusted
iv. This also holds true for the recent Measles Outbreak of 2024-25.








               TABLE OF EXCLUDABLE COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
	Respiratory Illnesses
	Gastro-Intestinal Illnesses
	Contact Illnesses

	Chicken Pox
	Campylobacter
	Impetigo

	German Measles
	Escherichia Coli
	Lice

	Hemophilus Influenza
	Giardia Lamblia
	Scabies

	Measles 
	Hepatitis A
	Shingles

	Meningococcal
	Salmonella
	

	Mumps
	Shigella
	

	Strep Throat
	
	

	Tuberculosis
	
	

	Whooping Cough
	
	

	COVID-19
	
	

	Influenza (the Flu)
	
	


INJURY OR ILLNESS TO A CHILD
Parents are responsible for making arrangements for youth to be picked up by an adult 18yrs or older from the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs when notified.
Parents will be notified for:
Broken Skin i.e. puncture wounds, or wounds that require more than a band aid.
· Falls from a height greater than the height of two feet
· Complaints of pain or discomfort
· Vomiting or diarrhea
· Flu symptoms- (fever, coughing, lethargy, runny nose)
· Head, neck or back injury
· Any injury requiring professional medical care

ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Camp, and After School Programs has arrangements with University Hospital. Youth will be transferred via ambulance to University Hospital at the discretion of the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs’ Staff if:

· We are unable to contact parents/guardians
· Child is unable to be picked up when notified of illness or injury
· Emergency medical care is required
· Before returning to the Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Camp, and After School Programs we require a note from the child’s health care provider stating that the child has been diagnosed and present no risk to himself, herself, or to others

MEDICATION- ACCA Creates refrains from administering medication including OTCs during the Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Camp, and After School Programs, we require:
· The parent/guardian administer medication/OTCs to the child prior to their arrival to Camp
· The parent/guardian administer medication/OTCs to the child prior to their arrival to After School Programs.
DISCIPLINE POLICY

It is the philosophy of ACCA Creates to help children grow emotionally, with compassion,  creatively, aesthetically and intellectually. ACCA Creates strives help children succeed, feel good about themselves and be able to express their feelings in a positive, creative, and constructive manner.
It is the policy of ACCA Creates that discipline be positive. ACCA Creates refrains from using discipline as a punishment. Self-discipline is a way of helping children help themselves to learn to identify socially acceptable behavior that contributes to a safe, warm, compassionate, and welcoming, positive environment promoting learning, and a safe space to be creative. Children are encouraged to acknowledge inappropriate behaviors, apologize for miss-steps, seek solutions to problems, and move forward with closure acknowledged by all concerned.

Within ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs, limits and rules are clearly defined. We focus strongly upon the reinforcement of acceptable behavior and the prevention of undesirable behavior by firstly discussing with children our respect for them as human beings who are deserving of love and respect. With that in mind, ACCA Creates is responsive to the needs of children, focusing particularly on the children we serve.

Methods of correcting inappropriate behavior within ACCA Creates consist of the following:
1. Redirection of activities: to change the focus of a child’s behavior. Remind the child of the task at hand. 
2. Listen to the child(s). 
3. Help the child to find a resolution to the situation.
4. Individualized attention: to help the child to deal with a particular situation.
5. Time-out: The removal of a child from the area of activity, for a few minutes, so that s/he may regain self-control. Time-out shall be used as a last resort in disciplining any child that is misbehaving.
6. Attention to good behavior: to respond and reinforce positive behavior, acknowledge or praise all children when behaving well to let them know that we approve of the choices ad behaviors in which the child has engaged.
7. Discipline will not involve isolating a child without supervision or withholding food or attention. No child shall be subjected to corporal punishment, emotional neglect, abusive language, ridicule or any behavior that would intimidate, frighten or endanger a child or his/her self-image.

EXPULSION POLICY

Unfortunately, there are some situations in which we must expel a child from the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs. We want you to know we will do everything possible to work with the family of the child(ren) in order to prevent this policy from being enforced. The following are reasons for which we may have to expel or suspend a child from the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs.


IMMEDIATE CAUSES FOR EXPULSION
· The child is at risk of causing serious injury to other children and/or her/himself
· Parent threatens physical or intimidating actions toward staff, children, other parents/caregivers
· Parent engages in verbal abuse to staff, other parents/caregivers, and children 

PARENTAL ACTIONS FOR CHILD’S EXPULSION
· Failure to adhere to ALL Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs 
· Failure to complete required forms including the child’s immunization records
· Habitual tardiness when dropping off and/or picking up your child
· Verbal abuse to staff, children, other parents/caregivers, etc.
CHILD’S ACTIONS FOR EXPULSION
· Failure of child to adjust after a reasonable amount of time
· Uncontrollable tantrums/angry outbursts; inappropriate language
· Ongoing physical or verbal abuse to staff or other children
· Biting
· Refusal to follow directions given by staff/volunteer assistants

SCHEDULE OF EXPULSION- Due to the fact that the Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and/or Performing Arts Workshop: Choir, Dance, Theater concludes with a culminating production that thrives on the philosophy of “Teamwork”, once a child's/adult’s behavior has warranted EXPULSION, then the EXPULSION is effective immediately, and there no opportunity for the child/adult to return to the Dance Intensive, the Summer Arts Day Camp, and/or the Performing Arts Workshop.

A CHILD WILL NOT BE EXPELLED - If a child’s parent/caregiver(s):
· Makes a complaint to the Office of Licensing regarding a ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Program’s alleged violations of  the licensing requirements.
· Reported abuse or neglect 
· Question ACCA Creates regarding policies and procedures.
· Not given the parent sufficient time by ACCA Creates to make other childcare arrangements.

        PROACTIVE ACTIONS THAT CAN BE TAKEN IN ORDER TO PREVENT EXPULSION:
· Staff will try to redirect child from negative behavior
· Staff will reassess classroom environment, appropriate activities, supervision
· Staff will always use positive methods and language while disciplining children
· Staff will praise appropriate behaviors
· Staff will consistently and fairly apply consequences for rules
· Child will be given verbal warnings
· Child will be given time to regain control
· Child’s disruptive behavior will be documented and maintained in confidentiality
· Parent/guardian will be notified verbally
· The director/asst.dir, Summer Arts Staff, and parent/guardian will hve a conference(s) to discuss how to promote positive behaviors
· The parent will be given literature or other resources regarding methods of improving behavior
· Recommendation of evaluation by professional
· Recommendation of evaluation by local school district child study team

Summer Arts Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs shall provide the Information to Parents upon enrollment, and to every person upon becoming a staff member, and volunteer.
1. The Arts Programs shall secure and maintain on file a record of each parent’s/caregiver’s, and staff member’s signature attesting to receipt of the document.
2. The Summer Arts shall maintain on file a copy of the Information to Parents document.




INFORMATION TO PARENTS DOCUMENT 
The ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs shall give to the parent(s) of every enrolled child and to every staff member written information regarding the Parents Handbook and documents designated by the Bureau of Licensing indicating that ACCA Creates is required to:
1. Be licensed by the Bureau of Licensing, by the Division of Family Development (DFD)
2. Comply with all applicable provisions of the Manual of Requirements for Child Care Centers;
3. Post its license in a prominent location within the facility;
4. Retain a current copy of the manual and make it available for parents’ review;
5. Indicate how parents can secure a copy of the ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs Handbook and obtain access to information about the licensing process from the Division of Family Development through its Manuel;
6. Make available to parents, upon request, the Bureau’s Life/Safety and Program Inspection/Violation and Complaint Investigation Summary report(s) on ACCA Creates as well as any letters of enforcement or other actions taken against ACCA Creates during Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs during the current licensing period;
7. Post a diagram of those rooms and/or areas that have been approved for children’s use;
8. Comply with the inspection/ Investigation of the functions of ACCA Creates, including the interviewing of staff members and children;
9. Afford parents the opportunity and time to review and discuss with the ACCA Creates’ director or sponsor any questions or concerns about the policies and procedures of the facility or whether the facility is in compliance with all applicable provisions of the manual;
0. Advise parents that if they believe or suspect that ACCA Creates is violating any requirement of the manual, they may report such alleged violations to ACCA Creates, the sponsor, director or to the Division of Family Development, DFD;
1. Afford parents of enrolled children an opportunity to participate in ACCA Creates operation and activities and to assist ACCA Creates in complying with licensing requirements.
2. Afford parents of enrolled children the opportunity to visit ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs at any time during ACCA Creates’ hours of operation to observe its operation and program activities without having to secure prior approval;* (ACCA Creates finds that #12 could be very disruptive. Visitations will have to be arraigned.)
3. Provide parents with advance notice of any field trip, outing or special event involving the transportation of children away from the center, and, for each event, secure the written consent of the parent(s) before taking a child on such a field 
trip, outing or special event;
       14. Post a copy of ACCA Creates’ written statement of policy on the discipline of children by staff 	members in a prominent location within ACCA Creates facility and make a copy of it available to 	parents upon request. A copy will be included in the Handbook.
      15.  Indicate through this document that any person who has reasonable cause to believe that a child  
            has been or is being subjected to any form of hitting, corporal punishment, abusive language,  
            ridicule or harsh, humiliating or rightening treatment, or any other kind of child abuse, neglect or 
            exploitation by any adult, is required by State law to report such allegations to the Division’s 
            Office of Child Abuse Control or any District Office immediately, and indicate that such reports 
            may be made anonymously; If you suspect a child has been harmed or is at risk, please 
            dial 1-800-342-3720, to report what you have seen or heard. Indicate through this document how 
            parents/staff members may secure information about child abuse and/or neglect from the division.
      16. Inform parents of the ACCA Creates’ policy on the release of children;
      17. Inform parents of ACCA Creates’ policy on administering medication and health care procedures; 	ACCA Creates neither administers medication, nor does it engage in health care procedures 
 	beyond safety practices, First Aid/CPR/AED as needed.
      18. Provide parents with a copy of ACCA Creates’ policy on management of communicable diseases;
      19. Provide parents with a copy of ACCA Creates’ policy on the expulsion of children from 
 	enrollment;
      20. Inform parents that ACCA Creates is required to comply with the New Jersey Law Against 
	Discrimination (LAD), P.L. 1945, c. 169 (N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq.), and the Americans with 	
   	Disabilities Act (ADA), P.L. 101-336 (42 U.S.C §§12101 et seq.), and indicate that anyone who 	
 	believes ACCA Creates is not in compliance with these laws may contact the Division on Civil 	
Rights in the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety for information about filing an 
LAD claim at (609) 292-4605 (TTY uses may dial 711 to reach the New Jersey Relay Operator 
and ask for (609) 292-7701), or may contact the United States Department of Justice for 
information about filing an ADA claim at (800) 514-0301 or (800) 514-0301, or (800) 514-0383 
(TTY)





PARENTAL CONSENT FOR SURVEY PARTICIPATION

The Ivy Hill Vailsburg Center for Arts Culture and Community Activism requires Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs to obtain parental consent for student artists taking surveys throughout the duration of the Program. ACCA Creates Programs selects the survey/consent process (active or passive) that will work best for them. More information about consent is provided below.

Because the majority of survey takers will be minors, parents/guardians must be given sufficient opportunity to consider whether they want their child to participate. ACCA Creates has provided a supporting document that will inform parents and guardians of the purpose and content of the survey, including an informational flyer and consent template in English, Spanish and Creloe. ACCA Creates has determined the type of consent form they will use (described below). The consent form is in accordance with the guidelines below.

ACCA Creates uses the Active Consent Form, requiring parents and caregivers to do the following:
ACTIVE CONSENT
· Active Consent requires that parents actively allow their child to participate in the survey by signing a form of agreement to participate. Active Consent forms will be distributed at the time of registration.
ACCA Creates provides examples of survey formats, and the parents' right to choose whether their child participates. Templates active consent can be found on the Survey Resources tab of the ACCA Creates website (www.accacreates.org). ACCA Creates will keep a copy of the survey on file at the front desk for parents to review upon request.

USE OF  ELECTRONIC PIANO, STOOLS, HEADPHONES FORM
ACCA Creates Summer Arts Day Camp in partnership with Keys 2 Success, is pleased to offer participants the opportunity to study piano, learn to read music (theory), and perform ensemble compositions (recital). To gain access to piano classes, all students and parents must agree to be respectful of all equipment.

WHAT IS POSSIBLE?
       Ensemble piano classes enable participants opportunities to explore the study of piano in a 
       welcoming, safe, and supportive environment. Families should be aware that it is important 
       that participants know that respect for the instruments, the stools in addition to the teacher 
       and assistants is necessary. The purpose of ACCA Creates and Keys 2 Success Summer Arts 
       Day Camp is to provide access to the study of piano at no cost to the participants such access 
       sets the participant up for success should s/he continue to study piano or another musical 
       instrument. Such access is a gateway to academic success, and students will learn throughout 
       the camp, the etiquette of the arts that translate into access to all areas of positive human 
       interactions. We know through research that the benefits to participants who engage 
       consistently in the arts exceeds all bounds breaking down walls and ceilings that support and 
       reinforce disadvantage. Ultimately, parents and guardians of minors are responsible for setting
       and conveying the standards that their children should follow when using pianos, stools and 
       other equipment necessary to their participation in the piano and other arts classes.
CODES
Announcements will be made via selected cell phones when situations arise. The following are codes and procedures to be utilized.

(FIRE DRILL)
This code will be used in the event the alarm does not go off for fire drills, and/or the need to evacuate the building utilizing fire drill procedures. Follow Fire Drill procedure and exit from the nearest “EXIT” and clear the area surrounding the building for emergency vehicles. Attendance is to be taken by asking each youth their name and checking them off your list. Report youth not on your attendance list.

(LOCKDOWN DRILL)
In the event of a lockdown, or harmful situation, all youth and counselors are to remain in their rooms away from doors and windows. Door is to remain closed and locked. A lockdown may last an indefinite length of time according to the nature of the threat. Remain in the rooms until an all clear is announced. Attendance is to be taken by asking each youth their name and checking them off your list. Report youth not on your attendance list.

(WANDERING CHILD)
In the event of a lost child, counselors and youth are to remain where they are. Attendance and head counts are to be performed. Attendance is to be taken by asking each youth their name and checking them off your list. Report youth not on your attendance list.

(WEATHER EMERGENCY)
In the event of inclement weather, go to the safe areas, hallways, bathrooms, and inner rooms away from windows. Have youth sit on floor until danger passes and an all clear is given.

*All registered children are required to attend every day for the six weeks, and or each day for which they are registered.  If you register and your child does not attend the first two days, they will lose their spot and someone from waiting list will be added on. If proper notice is given (ex. doctor note) along with a phone call prior to absence, child will not be removed. 
*Anyone who registers for early drop off is required to be in building by 8:am, as are staff.   Please be considerate when using the Free Early Drop off time. Anyone who registers for Free Early Drop off and does not use it will forfeit the use for any upcoming weeks.












SCHEDULE FOR DANCE INTENSIVE 
AND 
SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP




	WEEKS 1 and 2-7
	Dance Intensive
Summer Arts Day Camp 
	
	Early Drop Off 
CIRCLE DAYS

	
	
	
	NEEDED

	*Definitive Date TBD
	
	
	

	*JUNE 23RD – JUNE 27TH
	DANCE INTENSIVE
	
	M
	  T
	W
	TH     F 
	

	JUNE 30TH – JULY 4TH
	SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP WEEK 1
	
	M
	T
	W
	TH     F
	

	JULY 7TH – JULY 11TH
	SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP WEEK 2
	
	M
	T
	W
	TH     F
	

	JULY 14TH – JULY 18TH
	SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP WEEK 3
	
	M
	T
	W
	TH     F
	

	JULY 21TH – JULY 25TH
	SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP WEEK 4
	
	M
	T
	W
	TH     F
	

	JULY 28TH – AUGUST 1ST
	SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP WEEK 5
	
	M
	T
	W
	TH     F
	

	AUGUST 4TH – AUGUST 8TH
	SUMMER ARTS DAY CAMP WEEK 6
	
	M
	T
	W
	TH     F
	 Sa

	8/4-8 is production week consisting of rehearsals and performances. 
	SADC EXPECT to tour/perform in two different sites
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	YOUTH
ADULT
	S-
S-
	M-
M-
	L-
L-
	XL-   XXL-
 XL     XXL-
	
	
	
	













SUMMER PROGRAM BOOKLET AGREEMENT

The Ivy Hill Vailsburg Center for Arts Culture and Community Activism, dba ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs are State of New Jersey Licensed After Care Programs for school age children. We are licensed by the Bureau of Licensing, Division of Youth and Family Services and comply with all applicable provisions of the Manual of Requirements for Child Care Centers.

Parents have initialed that they have received, read, understand, agree and will follow each of the following components of our ACCA Creates Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and After School Programs Handbook.
Please initial ALL areas that you have read and understand. Must return with Packet.

	Information to Parents Document
	______ I Understand Pick Up is at 4:00 PM, with a grace period of 4:30p. Not Later
	______ Policy on the Discipline of Children
	______ Policy on the Release of Children and Photos
	______ Policy on the Administration of Medication and Health Care Procedures
	______ Policy on Expulsion of Children from Enrollment
	______ Policy on the Management of Communicable Diseases
	______ Calendar 
	______ Emergency Procedures
	______ We assume no responsibility for lost, damaged or stolen items/electronics
	______ I understand only people listed on the registration form can pick up my child unless I 
                   call.
	______ Parental Consent for Survey Participation
	______ Permission to participate in any Ivy Hill Vailsburg Center for Arts Culture and 
     Community Activism, ACCA Creates' Dance Intensive, Summer Arts Day Camp, and 
     After School Programs
	______ Policy on Covid-19 and other communicable diseases

Print Name: _________________________________________

Print Name: _________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver Signature:  ________________________________________ 

Parent/Caregiver Signatures:  ________________________________________

Print Child’s Name (s): __________________________________________________
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